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Memory Verse -  I John 4:19 – “We love because he first loved us.”

Exercise – Fill In The Blank:   I Love ____________.
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What is love?  

I Corinthians 13:4-7 - 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Why should we love?

· Because God loved us first, even though we didn’t deserve it.

· John 3:16  - "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

· Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

· We are commanded to love.

· Ephesians 5:1-2 - 1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
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Who/What should we love?

· [image: image5.wmf]God / Jesus (above all others)

· Matthew 22:37-38 - 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment.

· John 14:23-24 - 23Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

· Family
· [image: image6.wmf]I Timothy 5:4, 8 - 4But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.  8If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

· Ephesians 5:25 - 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.

· Ephesians 6:1 - 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

· Brotherly Love

· [image: image7.wmf]John 15:12-14 - 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command.

· Romans 13:10 - 10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
· Romans 12:10 - 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  (kindly affectioned)
· Our “Neighbor”

· [image: image8.wmf]Matthew 22:37-40 - 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

· Galatians 5:13-14 - 13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

· Our Enemies?

· [image: image9.wmf]Matthew 5:43-48 - 43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

· Romans 5.  God sent Jesus and showed his loved toward man while man was still God’s enemy.

· What is the difference between loving and “liking”?

· What is Hate?

· Is it ever right to hate?

· I John 4:20 - If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 

· We are not to hate other people.

· [image: image10.wmf]Romans 12:9 - 9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
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Are there things we should not love?

· Evil – Romans 12:9
· [image: image14.wmf]Money – I Timothy 6:10 - 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

· “The World” - 

· [image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf]I John 2:15 - 15Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

· Revisit the list made at the beginning and classify each item as “Love,” “Like.”  Can any of these be a part of “the world?”
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How Can We “Bee” Loving?

[image: image19.wmf]By serving others.  Jesus gave us many examples about how to serve others:

· [image: image20.wmf]Matthew 7:12 - The “Golden Rule”- 12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.

· Matthew 25:31-46 – Parable of the Sheep and the Goats
· We show our love for God by doing good to others.  

· Jesus says that those who did good deeds for others did these good things for him.

· Likewise, Jesus said those who neglected to do good to others neglected him.

· John 13:1-17 – Jesus Washes His Disciple’s Feet 
· He did this to show them the “full extent” of His love.
· The point wasn’t to get their feet clean.  Jesus was the Son of God, but here he was doing a lowly servant’s task.

· The disciples didn’t understand his point.  Jesus explained it to them:

· 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

· We show love for others by serving them, regardless of their status above or below us.


Thank you for beeing here tonight!  Most of the remaining lessons in this year’s VBS will be focused on how we can serve God and others.  Please come back and study with us.


Tuesday
-
“Bee” Kind / Helpful

Wednesday 
- 
“Bee” Thankful / Prayerful

Thursday
-
“Bee” Honest / Respectful

Friday

-
“Bee” Obedient
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